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Modern Language Center (MLC)

(AM/PEAC 365) Refugees, Forced Migration, and Integration in Jordan

Total Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross-Listings: Peace & Conflict Studies / Middle East Studies /
International Relations / Migration Studies / History

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites: None

Course Description

This course offers an extensive academic exploration of the history, politics, and sociocultural dynamics
surrounding refugees and forced migration in Jordan. Since its establishment in 1921, the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan has become one of the world’s most significant refugee-hosting nations, receiving
successive waves of displaced populations from Palestine, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and beyond.

Students analyze how these diverse refugee communities—each with distinct cultural backgrounds,
socioeconomic profiles, and historical experiences—have shaped Jordan’s identity, labor market, social fabric,
and geopolitical role. The course examines how integration varies across nationalities, exploring factors such
as cultural compatibility, legal frameworks, economic needs, international mandates, and political
relationships.

Learners investigate the reciprocal influence between refugees and host communities, including impacts on
food culture, language, traditions, health systems, education, infrastructure, and public opinion. Students also
explore stereotyping, challenges of mutual adjustment, and narratives surrounding asylum, legitimacy, and
humanitarian obligation.

The course leverages Jordan’s unique regional position by incorporating an extensive field-based component.
Students interact with refugee communities, engage with NGOs and international organizations, interview
displaced individuals, and evaluate Jordan’s evolving approach to asylum within a global context.

Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

» Distinguish between the concept of asylum from the perspectives of refugees and host states.

* Explain the political, cultural, and geographic reasons behind Jordan’s role as a primary refuge in the region.
+ Analyze the impact of refugee populations on Jordan’s society, economy, identity, and international standing.
» Evaluate host-refugee relations and integration processes using historical and contemporary case studies.

» Examine UN mandates and compare the responsibilities and limitations of UNRWA and UNHCR.

» Critically assess narratives, stereotypes, and public discourse surrounding displacement and resettlement.

* Build advanced academic skills through research, interviewing, analytical writing, and oral presentation.
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Course Requirements

Students are expected to prepare thoroughly for each session, complete all assigned readings, and
actively participate in discussions, debates, guest lectures, and field visits.

Assignments include:

* Reflection Papers: Three short written responses (2—3 pages each) based on documentaries,
interviews, or field visits.

* Interview-Based Papers: Two short reports (2-3 pages each) based on interviews with non-
Jordanian residents discussing identity, belonging, and integration.

* Final Research Paper: A 9—12 page analytical paper on an approved topic, excluding bibliography.
* Presentation: A 15-minute presentation supported by a 15-slide PowerPoint, followed by Q&A.;

* Final Exam: A cumulative assessment covering major themes, theories, and case studies from the
course.

* Class attendance—including for guest lectures and field components—is mandatory.

Grading

Preparation & Participation: 15%
Reflection Papers (3): 15%
Response Papers (2): 20%

Final Paper: 20%

Presentation: 10%

Final Exam: 20%

Readings

Course readings include a curated selection of academic articles, policy papers, historical analyses,
and reports addressing displacement, integration, humanitarian response, and regional politics. All
materials are assigned in excerpted form without external URLs.

Representative authors include:
« Sinaria Abdel Jabbar

* Farid Abdel-Nour

» Karen AbuZayd

« Saleh Al-Kilani

* Alexander Betts & Paul Collier
* Mona Christophersen

* Elizabeth Ferris & Kemal Kiri ci
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* Sari Hanafi

* Allison Spencer Hartnett

» Steven Roper & Lilian Barria
* Joel Singer

+ Jonathan Gornall

Additional readings represent diverse perspectives on refugee rights, political narratives, humanitarian
policy, labor markets, and the socioeconomic impact of displacement in Jordan.

Additional Resources
Supplementary materials include:

* Policy analyses on humanitarian aid, burden-sharing, and regional diplomacy
* Sociological studies of refugee integration and identity transformation

» Research on conflict drivers and displacement patterns

* Field reports from international organizations working in Jordan

These materials enhance students’ understanding of the multi-layered dimensions of forced migration.

Outline of Course Content

Topic 1 — Introduction to Refugees & Forced Migration (2—3 weeks)

* Definitions, global statistics, and major displacement waves

» Terminology and connotations: guest, host, refugee, migrant

» The 1951 Convention and UNHCR responsibilities

* Local and international resistance to solutions including repatriation, resettlement, and local integration
» Symbolic and political meanings of refugee camps

Topic 2 — Jordan as a Place of Refuge (2-3 weeks)
« Jordan’s historical role as a refuge since 1921
» Power dynamics among hosts, guests, and refugees

» Overview of major refugee groups: Palestinian, Iraqi, Syrian, Yemeni, Chechen, Armenian, and
Circassian

* International law and regional geopolitics

Topic 3 — Jordan & the Palestinian Refugee Issue (2—-3 weeks)

» The Nakba (1948) and debates surrounding terminology

+ Palestinian camps in Jordan and the significance of UN Resolution 194
* The Right of Return debate and implications

* Distinctions between UNRWA and UNHCR mandates

Topic 4 — Jordan & the Syrian Refugee Issue (2—3 weeks)
» Causes and consequences of the Syrian conflict
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* UNHCR operations in Jordan: Zaatari, Azraq, Rukban
* Security, health, education, and humanitarian challenges
* Public opinion, the Jordan Response Plan, and development discourse

Topic 5 — The Impact of Refugees on Jordan (2—3 weeks)

« Jordanian identity, demographic change, and identity debates
» Economic impact: burden or opportunity?

 Labor market dynamics and ethnic labor segmentation

* Cultural influence on food, language, and traditions

Topic 6 — Analyzing Key Issues (2—3 weeks)
* Evaluation of Betts & Collier’s work on refugee reform
« Controversies surrounding refugee education and youth policy

* The refugee resettlement debate in Western nations
Global power dynamics and sovereignty challenges for host states
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