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Modern Language Center (MLC)
(AM/LANG 360) Advanced Levantine Dialect

Program: MLC Jordan

Total Hours: 56

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline: Arabic Language

Language of Instruction: Arabic

Prerequisites: Requirements: ACTFL Advanced-Mid level in MSA and Novice-High in any Arabic dialect, final

placement at the discretion of the academic director.

Description

This course is designed for advanced students with strong reading comprehension skills and a solid
understanding of Arabic syntax and verb systems. Students will enhance their communicative proficiency in
the Levantine dialects—Jordanian, Palestinian, Syrian, and Lebanese—through extensive exposure to
authentic cultural and linguistic materials. The course draws on television, media, literature, and music to
explore regional similarities and variations while analyzing the linguistic and cultural factors that shape each
dialect.

Students will engage with popular expressions, idioms, and proverbs in context to gain deeper insights into
their cultural, political, and social significance. Emphasis is placed on cultural diversity within the Levant,
sociolinguistic awareness, and critical analysis of how dialects influence one another. By the end of the course,
students will be able to understand, compare, and produce advanced spoken Arabic using multiple Levantine
sub-dialects with confidence.

Objectives

« Discern differences and similarities between Jordanian and neighboring Levantine dialects.

« Use idioms, socio-cultural expressions, and proverbs from multiple Levantine varieties appropriately.

« Understand key aspects of regional culture through television, literature, and popular music.

e Comprehend authentic spoken Levantine Arabic at natural speed in informal and semi-formal contexts.
e Analyze regional art, media, and humor to infer linguistic and cultural connections across dialects.

« Engage in discussions about religious, political, and cultural topics with fluency and sociolinguistic awareness.
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Course Requirements

This course is intensive and demands consistent preparation and active participation.
Students are expected to complete assigned readings, watch television programs, listen to
songs, and conduct short interviews with native speakers. Each month, students develop a
project that connects course themes with independent research, which may include cultural
analysis or sociolinguistic interviews.

Students take turns leading class discussions, analyzing specific scenes, songs, or
proverbs, and guiding dialogue among peers. A mid-term oral presentation and a final
recorded skit will assess students’ mastery of pronunciation, grammar, and fluency in
Jordanian and other Levantine dialects.

Grading

» Participation: 20%

e Homework: 20%

o Exams and Quizzes: 30%
e Monthly Projects: 10%

» Final Oral Interview: 10%
» Final Skit: 10%

Readings

*My Arabic Language®, Level 1 (forthcoming publication)..

Additional Resources

Students engage with authentic audiovisual materials from across the Levant, including Syrian and
Jordanian TV shows, contemporary plays, and songs by regional artists. Key examples include

*Bug‘at Daw™, *Fi Mail*, *Youm Jadeed*, and *La Tjibu Seera*, as well as music by Fairouz, Julia
Boutros, Wael Jassar, Nader Al Atat, and Meshrou’ Leila. These materials reinforce listening
comprehension, vocabulary development, and cultural interpretation.
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Outline of Course Content

Each topic is covered over approximately two weeks during the semester or one week in the accelerated
summer term.
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Topic 1: Reviewing Dialect Basics — revision of verb tenses, everyday communication, and
navigating daily life in Jordan.

Topic 2: The Art of Sarcasm — expressing irony, humor, and indirect meaning through context and
tone.

Topic 3: Humor and Caricature — understanding regional jokes, satire, and cultural stereotypes
across Levantine societies.

Topic 4: Criticism and Cultural Discourse — analyzing how freedom of expression operates in
political and social contexts.

Topic 5: Proverbs and Popular Expressions — exploring cultural roots and societal implications of
colloquial sayings.

Topic 6: The Art of Comparison — comparing drama and media works from Syria, Lebanon, and
Jordan on key cultural themes.

Topic 7: Presenting Opinions — expressing viewpoints diplomatically within social and political
discussions.

Topic 8: Presenting Assumptions — forming and defending opinions using advanced discourse
markers and cohesive devices.

Topic 9: Application and Review — consolidating acquired vocabulary and skills through group analysis and
presentations.
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